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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: GISCARD'S PIGARO INTERVIEW ON POREIGN POLICY 

REF: PARIS TELS 29339, 29451, 29459, 29461, 29473, 29474 
29478, 29574, 29575 AND 29576 

1. SUMMARY. REFTELS COMMENTED ON MOST SIGNIPICANT SEG- 
MENTS OP PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING'S POREIGN POLICY 
INTERVIEW WITH PARISIAN DAILY PIGARO NOVEMBER 12. ANA- 
LYTICAL QUESTION REMAINING IS WHAT OVERALL POLITICAL 
PURPOSE CAN WE DISCERN PROM THE NATURE AND CONTENT OP 
THE INTERVIEW. EMBASSY CONCLUSION IS THAT APART PROM 
HIS VERY SIGNIPICANT STATEMENT ABOUT DETENTE (SEPTEL), 
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GISCARD WAS MAINLY CONCERNED WITH INTERNAL POLITICAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


OBJECTIVES. WHILE THE MAJORITY OF THE FRENCH ELECTORATE 
APPEAR TO BE RELATIVELY SATISFIED WITH HIS FOREIGN 
POLICY, GISCARD FEELS THAT THE PARISIAN INTELLECTUAL 
CLASS EITHER DOES NOT UNDERSTAND OR IS DELIBERATELY 
DISTORTING WHAT HE IS TRYING TO DO. THE FIGARO INTER- 
VIEW WAS DESIGNED TO CLEAR UP MISCONCEPTIONS AND IDEN- 
TIFY MUCH OF THIS INTELLECTUAL CRITICISM AS IRRELEVANT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. GISCARD'S CHOICE OF THE FIGARO FOR A MAJOR AND COM- 
PLEX FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT INDICATES THAT HIS TARGET 
WAS NOT THE MASS OF THE FRENCH ELECTORATE LIVING IN THE 
PROVINCES. WHEN HE WANTS TO SPEAK TO THIS AUDIENCE HE 
UTILIZES THE MONTHLY FIRESIDE TELEVISION CHAT AND SPEAKS 
IN RELATIVELY SIMPLE TERMS. IN THE FIGARO INTERVIEW, HE 
WAS TALKING TO THE PARISIAN INTELLECTUALS WHO ARE SOME- 
TIMES IDENTIFIED AS "LA CLASSE POLITIQUE." DIFFERENT 
ELEMENTS OF THIS GROUP SPREAD ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPEC- 
TRUM HAVE BEEN MAINTAINING A STEADY DRUMBEAT OF CRITI- 
CISM OF GISCARD'S ADMINISTRATION, CENTERED MAINLY ON HIS 
FOREIGN POLICY. GISCARD'S CLOSE ASSOCIATES CONSIDER IT 
PARADOXICAL THAT WHILE HE HAS ACHIEVED TWO APPARENTLY 
SIGNIFICANT DIPLOMATIC VICTORIES BY CONVENING THE RAM- 
BOUILLET SUMMIT AND THE CIEC MINISTERIAL, HIS DOMESTIC 
CRITICS VIRTUALLY IGNORE THESE DEVELOPMENTS TO CLAIM HIS 
FOREIGN POLICY IS EITHER A FAILURE, NONEXISTENT, OR FULL 
OF GIMMICKS. 

3. PARED DOWN TO ESSENTIALS, THE INTELLECTUAL CRITICISM 
OF GISCARD'S FOREIGN POLICY SAYS THAT HE IS A NOVICE IN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MAKES DECISIONS WITHOUT CONSULTING THE 
PROFESSIONALS AT THE QUAI D'ORSAY, AND FAILS IN MOST OF 
HIS INITIATIVES AS A RESULT. THEY SAY THAT HIS POLICY OF 
BEFRIENDING EVERYBODY MEANS THAT HE IS BEFRIENDING NOBODY. 
WHEN DE GAULLE AND POMPIDOU DISPENSED CRITICISM FREELY, 
FRANCE HAD MORE LEVERAGE, THEY CLAIM. THEY SAY THAT 
WHILE GISCARD IS TRAVELING MORE, FRANCE IS BENEFITING 

LESS. HIS HERALDED TRIP TO ALGERIA WAS FOLLOWED BY A 
DETERIORATION IN ALGERIAN-FRENCH RELATIONS. HIS FRANCO- 
PHONE AFRICAN SUMMIT IN BANGUI WAS FOLLOWED BY THE 
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EJECTION OF FRENCH TROOPS FROM CHAD. IN MOSCOW, GISCARD 
GOT THE COLD SHOULDER AND DID NOT EVEN ADMIT IT. GISCARD 
WARMED UP TO THE AMERICANS AND FRANCE WAS CLOBBERED ON 
THE F-I04 REPLACEMENT COMPETITION, AND MAY EVEN LOSE OUT 
ON CONCORDE. DE GAULLE WAS AIMING FOR A CONFEDERAL 
EUROPE UNDER FRENCH DOMINATION; GISCARD IS MOVING TOWARD 
A CONFEDERAL EUROPE UNDER GERMAN DOMINATION. FRANCE 
CONTINUES TO LOVE THE ARABS IN PUBLIC, BUT GERMANY AND 
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THE UNITED STATES GET ALL THE PETRODOLLAR CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS. 

4. IN HIS FIGARO INTERVIEW, GISCARD IS RESPONDING TO HIS 
CRITICS BY POINTING OUT NOT ONLY THAT THEIR CRITICISM IS 
UNJUSTIFIED, BUT THAT THEY ARE NOT EVEN FOCUSING ON THE 
REAL ISSUES. IN EFFECT, GISCARD IS SAYING THAT HE DOES 
NOT MIND CRITICISM, BUT HIS CRITICS SHOULD AT LEAST 
UNDERSTAND WHAT HE IS TRYING TO DO BEFORE THEY COMMENT. 
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5. IN POINTING OUT THAT IN TWO OF HIS FOUR MAIN FOREIGN 
POLICY CONCEPTS-NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND DETENTE-HE 
IS INSPIRED BY HIS GAULT .1ST HERITAGE, GISCARD IS ARGUING 
THAT HE IS TAKING EROM GAULLISM WHAT IS STIT T. RELEVANT 
AND PRAGMATIC AND DISCARDING WHAT IS NO LONGER HELPEUL. 
INSTEAD OE ENGAGING IN THEORETICAL DEBATES ABOUT WHETHER 
OR NOT GISCARD IS SLIDING TOWARD ATLANTICISM, HIS 

CRITICS SHOULD EXAMINE THE PRACTICAL IMPACT OF FRANCE'S 
RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AND THE NATO ALLIANCE PARTNERS. 

SINCE MARTINIQUE, GISCARD'S PEOPLE CLAIM, THE US HAS 
COME AROUND TO ERENCH THINKING ON RELATIONS WITH THE 
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THIRD WORLD AND ON THE COORDINATION OF ECONOMIC POLICIES 
AMONG THE INDUSTRIALIZED DEMOCRACIES. THIS WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE DURING THE POMPIDOU- 
JOBERT PERIOD. AS PAR AS INTRA-NATO MILITARY RELATION- 
SHIPS ARE CONCERNED' GISCARD MAINTAINS PRANCE'S SOVER- 
EIGN RIGHT TO DECIDE INDEPENDENTLY WHEN AND WHERE TO 
UTILIZE ITS ARMED PORCES, BUT FEELS IT IS DOWNRIGHT 
RIDICULOUS TO REFRAIN FROM CONTINGENCY PLANNING WITH 
ONE'S PARTNERS. IP CRITICS WANT TO ARGUE ABOUT THE 
RELATIVE ADVARTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OP THIS ATTITUDE 
POR ERENCH NATIONAL INTERESTS, THAT'S PINE, BUT STOP 
THESE PUTILE ARGUMENTS ABOUT ATLANTICISM. 

6. SIMILARLY, IN RELATIONS WITH THE THIRD WORLD, GIS- 
CARD'S CRITICS SHOULD NOT POCUS ON THE TEMPORARY DOWNWARD 
CYCLE OF FRANCO-ALGERIAN RELATIONS, BUT ON THE PACT THAT 
GISCARD'S VISITS TO ALGERIA AND OTHER THIRD WORLD 
LEADERS HAVE MADE FRANCE THE CENTRAL POINT OP CONTACT IN 
NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS. WHETHER OR NOT PRANCE SHOULD 
SEEK THIS ROLE OR MANIPEST GREATER SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
CONSUMING COUNTRIES IS A VALID QUESTION POR NATIONAL 
DEBATE. BUT TO POCUS ON SUCH PERIPHERAL EVENTS AS A 
DOWNTURN IN PRANCO- ALGERIAN OR PRANCO-CHADIAN RELATIONS 
IS MERELY BEING PETTY. 

7. IN PRANCO-SOVIET RELATIONS, THE REAL QUESTION IS NOT 
THE TREATMENT GISCARD RECEIVED IN MOSCOW AND HOW HE 
REACTED TO IT, BUT WHETHER OR NOT EUROPE CAN AND SHOULD 
OBSERVE DETENTE THROUGH A DIPPERENT OPTIC PROM THAT OP 
THE UNITED STATES. GISCARD'S ANSWER IS YES (SEE SEPTEL 
POR PULLER DISCUSSION), BUT HIS DETRACTORS, AS REELECTED 
IN LE MONDE'S CRITIQUE OF THE FIGARO INTERVIEW, HAVE NOT 
EVEN TAKEN NOTICE OP THE ISSUE, MUCH LESS ENGAGED IN A 
DEBATE OVER THE MERITS OF GISCARD'S POLICY. 

8. FINALLY, WITH REGARD TO EUROPE, THE GISCARD TEAM IS 
EXASPERATED WITH THE GERMANOPHOBIC ATTITUDE OP MUCH OP 
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THE INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, THE GAULLISTS. WHILE GISCARD ARGUES THAT FRENCH 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL VIABILITY IN THE LONG RUN IS 
INSEPARABLE FROM A POLITICALLY UNITED AND ECONOMICALLY 
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STRONG EUROPE, WITH STRONG FRANCO-GERMAN TIES, MANY OF 
HIS CRITICS ARE STILL IRMLY ENSCONCED IN A JUNE 1940 MENTAL- 
ITY THAT FEELS THREATENED BY A HEALTHY GERMANY. 

9. COMMENT: IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH QUALIFIED OBSERV- 
ERS, AND IN OUR TRAVELS THROUGH THE FRENCH PROVINCES, WE 
NOTE THAT FOREIGN POLICY IS OF PERIPHERAL INTEREST TO 
THE AVERAGE VOTER. WHILE WEARING DE GAULLE'S MANTLE OF 
FRENCH INDEPENDENCE, GISCARD WOULD NEVERTHELESS LIKE TO 
ESTABLISH HIS OWN IDENTITY IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AS PART OF 
HIS "CHANGE WITH CONTINUITY" THEME SONG. HIS FIGARO 
INTERVIEW CONSTITUTES A CHALLENGE TO THE INTELLECTUALS 
TO STOP HARPING ON OBSOLETE EMOTIONS AND TO STOP ENGAG- 
ING IN USELESS THEORETICAL DEBATES, AND INSTEAD TO FOCUS 
ON RELEVANT ISSUES. FRANKLY, WE DO NOT THINK GISCARD 
WILL SUCCEED, BECAUSE HIS CRITICS ARE MORE INTERESTED IN 
TEARING HIM DOWN POLITICALLY, AND BECAUSE HIS RESPONSES 
ARE MUCH TOO POLITE. GISCARD IS GOING TO HAVE TO MODIFY 
HIS STYLE SLIGHTLY AND GET ROUGH WITH SELECTED ADVER- 
SARIES IF HE WANTS TO BE HEARD, UNDERSTOOD AND SUPPORTED. 
RUSH 
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